








Third announcement and important dates for the first 

Global workshop on  
High resolution digital soil sensing & mapping 
 

 
5 – 8 February 2008 
Sydney – Australia 

 
A workshop for those developing and using proximal sensors and digital soil maps where there is a 
particular need for high spatial resolution (10 m or less) information. 

 
29 June – 400 word abstracts due at the conference website 

http://www.digitalsoilmapping.org/2008/DSM_2008.html   
01 July   – registration opens 
01 October   – notice of acceptance 
30 November   – six-page paper due  
 

 
01 July – 31 October AU$ 550  
After 01 November AU$ 650  
Student AU$ 450  
Workshop dinner AU$ 120 Depending on numbers 

 
Proximal soil sensor development 

 
Signal processing 

Applications of proximal soil sensing techniques Soil inference systems 
Proximal soil sensor calibrations Prediction methods for large data sets 
 
Keynote speakers 
 
Jaap de Gruijter (NL) Soil sampling Noel Cressie (US) Spatial stats for large data sets 
Bosse Stenberg (SE) Soil spectroscopy Viacheslav Adamchuk (US) Soil sensors 

 

 

 
Environmental & Earth Sciences International  CSIRO  
 

Important dates in 2007 

Registration 

Broad topics for submission of abstracts 

Local organising committee 

Alex McBRATNEY (Chair) Neil McKENZIE (Vice-chair) 
Raphael VISCARRA ROSSEL (Secretary) Budiman MINASNY (Treasurer) 
Linda GREGORY  David JACQUIER 
James TAYLOR Dahmon SORONGAN 

International scientific committee 

Dr Viacheslav Adamchuk (US) UNL  Dr Neil McKenzie (AU) CSIRO 
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Pedomathemagica  
A quiz for Pedometrics 2007 

Return your answers in person to Murray Lark no less 
than half an hour before the Conference Dinner and 
you will be in with a chance to win a First Edition 
(Second Impression) of Jenny's Factors of Soil Forma-
tion, rescued from Rothamsted Library's waste bin by 
the Chair of Pedometrics himself.  In the event of a 
draw the Chair will take responsibility for random se-
lection of the winner.  If the best entry is inadequate 
the Chair will retain the book until next time.  The 
Chair's decision is final. 

 

1. Spatial sampling and Sample space.   

A pedologist is studying a landscape in which the only 
soils are Rendzinas and Calcareous Brown Earths, and 
these occur with exactly equal frequency. You pro-
vide her with independently and randomly drawn sets 
of coordinates for two sites which she visits and at 
each of which she digs a pit.  She comes into your of-
fice and says "At least one of the profiles was a 
Rendzina".  What is the probability that one of her 
pits was in a Calcareous Brown Earth? 

 

 

2. Label the axes.   

The Figure below might look like a variogram (with a 
spot of local drift), but it isn't.  In fact it has nothing 
to do with the soil, but it illustrates an interesting 
and, for some, counterintuitive result in probability.  
Can you give the correct labels for the ordinate and 
the abscissa?  A clue:  while the function (y) is very 
close to 1 when x is larger than about 70, it reaches 
exactly 1 (its upper bound) only at the maximum 
value of x as plotted (x=366). 

3.  Catena Aurea.  All five of the expressions below 
are equal to each other, and each is associated with 
one of the pictured individuals.  With which individual 
is each expression associated?   What do the expres-
sions equal? 
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THE KNACK 
 
Every mystery  
Has at least  
One unravelling 
Every enigma 
Has an inverse 
And an even more 
Miraculous solution 
There is no square 
No box no hypercube 
Only an unbounded compass 
Of opportunities 
And expeditions powered 
By ingeniously unfurled 
Oblique sails 
Of the intellect 
To fatefully espy 
Some offbeat isle  

- David van der Linden 
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