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The University of Sydney

Islamic Prayer Room Advisory Group
Terms of Reference

General Purpose of the Advisory Group

The Islamic Prayer Room Advisory Group operatesthrough the Director Sudent
Administration and Support, Deputy Vice-Chanc ellor (Community).

The purpose of the Advisory Group isto ad vise the University on the manag ement of the use
of the Isamic Prayer Room.

The Advisory Group willinclude equal numbersof Muslim male and female membersfrom
LUMSA and the President, ornominee, Cumberland Muslim Society.

Namesand contact numbersof Advisory Group memberswillbe posted on the main notice
board of the Islamic Prayer Room.

Email consultation of Advisory Group memberswill be used where necessary to fac ilitate a
prompt outcome on urgent orlessseriousissues. Group membersare expected to respond
to email consultations within three working days. Decisions by email willbe determined by
the majority of the email responsesreceived by the Convenor within five working days.

Meetingsof the Advisory Group willbe held as required.

Membership

The Advisory Group iscomprised as follows:

¥ Director Sudent Administration and Support (Convenor)
¥ Idamic Chap lain

¥ FourMusimsnominated by SUMSA, of which one shallbe the President. These
nominations shall include two Musim female and two Muslim male nominations.

¥ President, ornominee, Cumberland Muslim Society
¥ Head, International Sudent Support Unit

¥ Otherinterested partiesmay be invited to join the group eitherthrough ongoing
membership or by invitation as a guest. A decision regarding any such invitation willbe
mad e by consensus of the whole group.

Func tions of the Advisory Group
¥ Estab lish Guidelinesgoverning usag e of the Islamic Prayer Room.

¥ Provide a mediation and dispute resolution function in relation to the use of the Isamic
Prayer Room.

¥ Regularly review the operation of the Islamic Prayer Room.

¥ Establish a subgroup, the Prayer Room Coordination Sub-Group of the Islamic Prayer
Room Advisory Group, to manag e the day to day operations of the Prayer Room that
willcomprise the Islamic Chap lain, and the SUMSA Executive.
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The University of Sydney

Guidelines for the use of the Islamic Prayer Room

1. General Purpose of the Islamic Prayer Room
The Islamic Prayer Room existsasa venue forreligiousobservance of the Isamic community
of the University of Sydney.
Forthe purposed of ascentaining eligibility to use the Prayer Room Islamic isdefined as
ad herenc e to the Satement of Raith that:
There isno god except Allah and Muhammad (the Seal of the Prophets) isthe Messenger of
Allah .
Othergroupswillbe welcomed to the Islamic Prayer Room as guestsor visitors with the
agreement and invitation of the Advisory Group members.
2. Code of Behaviour
Principlesof Isamic behaviourare to be observed in the Islamic Prayer Room at all times.
¥ Clean areas must be maintained by all users, including removal of shoesbefore entering
Prayer Room. Shoesmust be stored in areas provided forthat purpose.
¥ Separate stairwaysand entranc esforbrothersand sistersshould be respected by all
usersand appropriate signage provided.
¥ Practice of Idamic principlesof cleanlinessshould be followed in all parts of the Idamic
Prayer Room.
¥ Room dividersin the Prayer Room willundernormal circumstanc esremain closed and
latched.
¥ Idamic conventions of modesty in dressshould be observed in the Prayer Room at all
times.
¥ Eating and drinking will not occur within the Prayer Room.
Noticesregarding these prac ticeswillbe displayed at the Prayer Room, particularly to assist
non-Muslim visitors.
Normal University Satutes, Policiesand Proceduresrelating to conduct and discipline will
ap ply to use of the Isamic Prayer Room.
3. Qibla
Qibla willbe established on the basisof exact and correct technical information. Qibla will
be indicated through directional linesin the carpet.
4, Fairness and Equity of Access
All Musdlimsusing the Isamic Prayer Room has an equalright to ac cessall fac ilities of the
IsSamic Prayer Room. Bookshelves, notice boards, storag e areas and othershared partsof
the Isamic Prayer Room willbe manag ed by the Prayer Room Coordination Sub-Group and
are to be equally availab le forthe amenity of alland not reserved forthe exclusive use of
any particular group of users.
AllMusimson campushav e an equal part in making any decisons relating to the use of the
IsSamic Prayer Room which fall within the provenan ce of the Advisory Group through their
representative in the Group. Individualsor Groupswith a particular issue willbe able to
ad dressthe Advisory Committee
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5. Bookings
The Prayer Room Coordination Sub-Group of the Islamic Prayer Room Advisory Group,
comprising the Isamic Chaplain, orin the Chap lainGabsence the Assstant Isamic
Chap lain, and SUMSA Executive shallensure all Musimshave ac cessto the Prayer Room at
alltimes. A list of namesand contact detailsforthe Prayer Room Coordination SubBGroup
memberswillbe posted on the main notice board of the Prayer Room.
The Prayer Room willbe availab le to any student, member of staff or vistor to the University
of Islamic Faith to pray. The Prayer Room willbe provided and maintained by the University
as a general amenity underthe control of the Registrar.
The Prayer Room will constitute two individual but linked roomsto offera prayer spac e for
both men and women. Both spac esare of the same size to ensure equal opportunity is
offered to both genders.
Adjac ent male and female public toiletshave been fitted with fac ilitiesto allow those using
the Prayer Room to undertake the necessary religiouspreparations. These fac ilitiesare
public fac ilitiesforuse by all visitors, sstudentsand tenant sof the building in addition to those
using the Prayer Room.
Bookingsforspecial eventssuch as lecturesor meetingsshould be mad e through the
University Union or University Room Bookingsto use otherroomsav ailab le within the
University to ensure that at no time isthe Prayer Room unav ailab le for prayer.
The Prayer Room shallnot serve as a club room forany Sudent Association. Sudent
Associations should use the fac ilities of the University Union forany club ac tivities.
6. Hours of Operation
The Prayer Room willbe made available foruse during the normal hours of the operation of
the University. Hoursof Operation for Building A22 BOId Teac hersCollege:
During Semester:
Monday to Thursday 7.00am - 7.00pm
Fiday 7.00am - 6.00pm
Weekends: By appointment only (Attendant on Overtime)
Out of Semester:
Monday to Friday 7.00am - 6.00pm
Weekends: By appointment only (Attendant on Overtime)
7. Security
To ensure the safety of all visitorsto the building, a Building Attendant isprovided by the
University and stationed within the Building during the nominated normal building hours. It is
the responsibility of the Building Attendant and/or Security Servicesto secure the building on
a daily basisand to ensure that studentsand staff have ac cessto the variouspublic
fac ilities within the building. The Building Attendant will unlock the Prayer Room as soon as
prac tically possible after 7am. The Building Attendant willcheck and lock the Prayer Room
at the nominated closing time for the Building .
A key for the Prayer Room for male and female roomswillbe mad e available to the
Chaplain and to SUMSA.
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8.

Noise Limitation

Measureshave been taken in the refurbishment of the Prayer Room to minimise both the
impacton usersof the Room and the impact of the Prayer Room ac tivitieson the other
tenan tsin the building. Usersof the Prayer Room willbe requested by notice to avoid
excessve loud noise as a courtesy to the adjac ent Curriculum Library. Smilarly, the Library
imposesstrict rulesconcerning noise by usersof the Library.

9. Sgnage
The Prayer Room willbe ap propriately sign posted as the Isamic Prayer Room. The Men@®
Prayer Room and the Women@ Prayer Room will be identified by door signs. Directional
signs from the main entranc eswillalso be provided.
10. Cleaning
The University will ensure that the cleane rsforthe Prayer Room remove their shoesbefore
entering the Prayer Room.
11. Room Decoration
The Prayer Room may be decorated with Islamic religiousposters, artwork. Such itemsmust
not be permane nt fixturesorresult in damag e to the fab ric of the Prayer Room. Hang ing
hooks may be installed in the Prayer Room on request. Notice boardswillbe provided for
notices. The University will do any installations ensuring that those who work in the Prayer
Roomsrespect the dignity of the plac es.
12. Representation
Representation for usersof the Isamic Prayer Room and all membersof the Isamic
community on campusisprovided through the Advisory Group members.
Namesand contact numbersof Advisory Group memberswillbe posted on the main notice
board of the Islamic Prayer Room.
13. Mediation
Any userorpotential user of the Islamic Prayer Room hasthe right to raise a concern ab out
the use of the Islamic Prayer Room.
¥ Thisconcern may be raised with any member of the Islamic Prayer Room Advisory
Group forreferral to the Advisory Group.
¥ Alist of namesand contact detailsforthe Islamic Prayer Room Advisory Group
memberswillbe maintained on the main notice board at the Isamic Prayer Room.
Dated: 15 May 2008
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