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Islamic Prayer Room Advisory Group  
Terms of Reference  
 

 
 
1. Genera l Purpose of the Advisory Group  

The  Isla mic  Pray er Room Advisory Group  operat es through the  Direc to r Student  
Ad ministrat ion an d  Supp ort, Deputy Vic e-Cha nc ellor (Community). 

The  purp ose of the Advisory Group  is to ad vise  the  Unive rsity on the  man ag ement  o f the  use 
of the  Isla mic  Pray er Room. 

The  Adviso ry Group  w ill inc lude equal  numbers o f Muslim male  an d  fema le members from 
SUMSA an d  the  President , or no mine e , Cumberlan d  Muslim Soc iety. 

Na mes an d  c ontac t numbers of Advisory Group  members will b e posted  on the  main no tic e  
boa rd  of the  Isla mic  Pray er Room. 

Emai l c onsultat ion of Advisory Group  members w ill be used  whe re  ne c essa ry to  fac ilitat e a 
p rompt outc ome on urgent  o r less se rious issues.  Group  members are  expec ted  to respond  
to emai l c onsultat ions w ithin three  working  d ay s.  Dec isions by emai l will be  dete rmine d  b y 
the  majo rity o f the  emai l responses rec e ived  b y the Conveno r within five  working  d ay s. 

Meeting s of the Ad viso ry Group  will be held  as req uired . 
 
 

2. Membership 

The Advisory Group  is c om prised as follows: 

¥ Direc to r Student  Ad ministrat ion an d  Supp ort (Conveno r) 

¥ Isla mic  Chap la in 

¥ Four Muslims no minat ed  by SUMSA, of whic h one shal l b e the  President .  The se  
no minat ions shal l inc lude  two Muslim female  a nd  two Muslim male  nominat ions. 

¥ President , o r no mine e, Cumberlan d  Muslim Soc iety 

¥ Hea d, Internat ional  Student  Support Unit 

¥ Othe r interested  p art ies may  be  inv ited  to jo in the  g roup  e ithe r through ong oing  
membership  o r by invita tion as a g uest.  A d ec ision reg ard ing  a ny suc h inv itat ion will be  
mad e  by c onsensus of the  who le  g roup . 

 
 

3. Func tions of the  Advisory Group  

¥ Estab lish Guideline s governing  usag e  of the  Isla mic  Pra yer Room. 

¥ Provid e a  med iat ion an d  d ispute  resolution func tion in re lat ion to the  use of the  Isla mic  
Pray er Room. 

¥ Regularly review  the  opera tion of the Isla mic  Pray er Room. 

¥ Estab lish a subg roup , the  Pray er Room Coord inat ion Sub-Group  of the  Isla mic  Pray er 
Room Advisory Group , to  ma nag e  the day  to  d ay  operat ions of the  Pra yer Room that  
will c omprise  the  Isla mic  Chap lain, a nd  the  SUMSA Exec utive. 
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Guidelines for the use of the Islamic Prayer Room  
 

 
 
1. Genera l Purpose of the Islamic  Prayer Room 

The  Isla mic  Pray er Room exists a s a venue  fo r re lig ious observa nc e of the  Isla mic  c ommunity 
of the  Unive rsity o f Sydne y. 

For the  purp osed  of asc ertaining  elig ib ility to  use the Pra yer Room Isla mic  is define d  as 
ad he renc e to  the Stat ement  of Fa ith that : 

The re is no  god  exc ep t Allah  a nd  Muha mma d (the Seal  of the  Prophe ts) is the  Messeng er of 
Allah . 

Othe r g roup s will be welc omed  to  the  Isla mic  Pray er Room as guests o r visitors with the  
ag reement  an d  inv itat ion of the  Advisory Group  members. 
 

2. Code of Beha viour 

Princ ip les of Isla mic  behav iour are  to  be  observed  in the  Isla mic  Pra yer Room at  a ll times. 

¥ Clean  a reas must be maintaine d  b y al l use rs, inc lud ing  remova l of sho es before  ente ring  
Pray er Room.  Sho es must b e stored  in a reas p rovided  fo r that  purp ose. 

¥ Sep arat e stai rway s an d  ent ranc es fo r b ro the rs an d  siste rs sho uld  be respec ted  by a ll 
users a nd  a pp rop riat e signag e p rovided . 

¥ Prac tic e  of Isla mic  p rinc ip les of c lean line ss sho uld  be fo llowed  in al l p ar ts of the  Isla mic  
Pray er Room. 

¥ Room d ivide rs in the  Pray er Room will under no rma l c irc umstanc es remain c losed  an d  
lat c he d . 

¥ Isla mic  c onvent ions of modesty in d ress sho uld  be observed  in the Pray er Room at  a ll 
times. 

¥ Eat ing  an d  d rinking  will no t oc c ur within the  Pray er Room. 

Notic es rega rd ing  the se p rac tic es w ill be  d isp lay ed  at  the  Pray er Room, pa rtic ula rly to  a ssist 
no n-Muslim visito rs. 

Norma l Unive rsity Stat utes, Po lic ies a nd  Proc edures re lat ing  to c ond uc t an d  d isc ip line  w ill 
ap p ly to use  of the  Isla mic  Pra yer Room. 
 

3. Qib la  

Qib la will be  esta b lishe d  on the  ba sis of exac t an d  c orrec t tec hn ic al  info rmat ion.  Qib la will 
be ind ic at ed  through d irec tional  line s in the  c a rpe t. 
 

4. Fa irness and  Equity of Ac c ess 

All Muslims using  the  Isla mic  Pray er Room has an  equa l right  to  ac c ess al l fac ilit ies of the  
Isla mic  Pray er Room.  Bookshe lves, no tic e boards, storag e areas an d  othe r sha red  p arts o f 
the  Isla mic  Pray er Room will be man ag ed  by the  Pray er Room Coord inat ion Sub-Group  a nd  
are  to  be  equal ly av a ilab le  fo r the  a menity of al l a nd  no t reserved  for the  exc lusive  use  of 
any  p art ic ular  g roup  of users. 

All Muslims on c a mp us hav e a n equal  pa rt in mak ing  a ny dec isions re lat ing  to the  use of the  
Isla mic  Pray er Room whic h fal l w ithin the  p rovenan c e of the  Advisory Group  throug h the ir 
rep resent at ive  in the  Group .  Ind ivid ua ls or Groups with a  p art ic ular  issue  w ill be  a b le  to 
ad dress the  Ad viso ry Committee 
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5. Bookings 

The  Pra yer Room Coord inat ion Sub-Group  of the  Isla mic  Pray er Room Adviso ry Group , 
c omprising  the  Isla mic  Cha p la in, o r in the  Chap lainÕs a bsenc e  the  Assista nt  Isla mic  
Chap lain, a nd  SUMSA Exec utive  shal l ensure al l Muslims ha ve ac c ess to the  Pra yer Room at  
al l times. A list of na mes a nd  c ontac t detai ls for the Pra yer Room Coord inat ion SubÐGroup  
members will be posted  on the  main no tic e b oa rd  of the  Pra yer Room.  

The  Pra yer Room will be  av ai lab le  to  a ny student , member of staf f o r visitor to  the  Unive rsity 
of Isla mic  Fai th to p ra y.  The  Pray er Room w ill be  p rovided  an d  maintaine d  b y the  University 
as a gene ral  a menity und er the  c ont rol of the  Reg istra r. 

The  Pra yer Room will c onstitute  two ind ividual  but linked  rooms to offer a  p ra yer sp ac e for 
both men a nd  women.  Both spac es a re of the  sa me size to ensure  equal  op portunity is 
offered  to both genders. 

Ad jac ent  male  a nd  fema le pub lic  to ilets ha ve been fitted  w ith fac ilit ies to al low  those using  
the  Pray er Room to  undertak e  the  ne c essa ry re lig ious p repa rat ions.  The se fac ilities a re 
pub lic  fac ilities fo r use  by a ll visitors, students a nd  tenant s o f the  build ing  in a dd ition to tho se  
using  the  Pray er Room. 

Booking s fo r spec ial  events suc h as lec tures or meeting s sho uld  be mad e  through the  
Unive rsity Union or University Room Bookings to use othe r rooms av ai lab le within the  
Unive rsity to ensure that  at  no t ime is the  Pray er Room unav ai lab le fo r p ray er. 

The  Pra yer Room sha ll no t se rve as a  c lub  room fo r an y Student Assoc iat ion.  Student  
Assoc iat ions sho uld  use  the  fac ilit ies of the  University Union fo r an y c lub  ac tivities. 
 

6. Hours of Operation 

The  Pra yer Room will be  ma de av a ila b le  fo r use during  the  normal  ho urs of the  operat ion o f 
the  Unive rsity. Hours of Operat ion for Build ing  A22 Ð Old  Teac he rs Co llege : 

During  Semester: 
Monday  to  Thu rsd ay   7.00a m - 7.00p m 
Friday   7.00a m - 6.00p m 
Weekend s:  By a ppo int ment  only (Attendan t on Overtime) 

Out o f Semester: 
Monday  to  Frid ay   7.00a m - 6.00p m 
Weekend s:  By a ppo int ment  only (Attendan t on Overtime) 
 

7. Sec urity 

To  ensure  the  saf ety of al l visito rs to  the  build ing , a Build ing  Attenda nt  is p rovid ed  by the 
Unive rsity an d  stat ione d  within the  Build ing  d uring  the  nominat ed  no rmal  b uild ing  hours.  It is 
the  resp onsib ility of the  Build ing  Attendan t an d / o r Sec urity Servic es to sec ure  the  build ing  on 
a dai ly ba sis an d  to ensure  that  students an d  staf f hav e  ac c ess to  the  va rious pub lic  
fac ilities w ithin the  build ing .  The  Build ing  Attend an t w ill unloc k the  Pra yer Room as soon as 
p rac tic a lly possib le af te r 7a m.  The  Build ing  Attend ant  will c he c k an d  loc k the  Pra yer Room 
at  the  no minat ed  c losing  time  for the Build ing .  

A key for the  Pra yer Room for ma le an d  female  rooms will be mad e  a vai la b le to the  
Chap lain an d  to SUMSA. 
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8. Noise Limita tion 

Measures hav e been tak en in the  refurb ishment  of the  Pra yer Room to minimise both the  
impac t on users of the  Room an d  the  imp ac t of the Pra yer Room ac tivities on the  othe r 
tenan ts in the  build ing .  Users of the  Pra yer Room will be req uested  b y no tic e  to  av oid  
exc essive loud  no ise as a c ourtesy to  the  a d jac ent  Curric ulum Lib rary.  Simila rly, the  Lib rary 
imposes stric t rules c onc erning  no ise by users of the Lib rary. 
 

9. Signa ge 

The  Pra yer Room will be  ap prop riat e ly sig n posted  as the  Isla mic  Pra yer Room. The  MenÕs 
Pray er Room an d  the  WomenÕs Pra yer Room will b e id ent ified  b y door signs.  Direc tional  
signs from the  main ent ranc es w ill a lso  be  p rovided .   
 

10. Cleaning 

The  University will ensure that  the  c leane rs for the  Pray er Room remove  the ir sho es befo re 
entering  the  Pra yer Room. 
 

11. Room Dec ora tion 

The  Pra yer Room may  be  dec orat ed  w ith Isla mic  re lig ious poste rs, artwork.  Suc h items must 
no t be permane nt  fixtures or result in da mag e to the  fab ric  of the  Pray er Room.  Hang ing  
ho oks may  be  insta lled  in the  Pra yer Room on req uest. Notic e  b oards w ill be  p rovided  for 
no tic es. The Unive rsity will do  a ny instal lat ions ensuring  that  those who work in the  Pra yer 
Rooms respec t the  d ig nity o f the  p lac es. 
 

12. Rep resenta tion 

Represent at ion for users of the  Isla mic  Pra yer Room an d  al l members o f the  Isla mic  
c ommunity on c a mpus is p rovided  through the  Ad visory Group  members. 

Na mes an d  c ontac t numbers of Advisory Group  members will b e posted  on the  main no tic e  
boa rd  of the  Isla mic  Pray er Room. 
 

13. Media tion 

Any user o r p otent ia l user of the  Isla mic  Pray er Room ha s the  rig ht  to raise a c onc ern ab out 
the  use o f the  Isla mic  Pray er Room. 

¥ This c onc ern may  be  raised  with an y member of the Isla mic  Pray er Room Advisory 
Group  for re ferral  to  the  Adviso ry Group . 

¥ A list of na mes an d  c ont ac t deta ils fo r the  Isla mic  Pray er Room Advisory Group  
members will be maintaine d  on the  main notic e  b oard  at  the  Isla mic  Pra yer Room. 

 
 
 

Dated : 15 May 2008 


