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         Placing science in its historical and social context
     





                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            




     
         At the crossroads of arts and science, we examine past and current developments in all areas of science, technology and medicine from a range of humanistic perspectives.
     



                            

                            
                            




    
    
    



	
		
		
			History and philosophy of science (HPS) is an ideal way to critically engage with science and its social and cultural significance. Any student with a genuine interest in science will derive benefit from the study of this discipline.

Teaching staff in the School of History and Philosophy of Science have published widely in their fields of expertise and have gained international recognition for their research. This makes them fantastic educators, sharing their knowledge and experiences in the classroom so students can be at the forefront of innovations in the field.

The University of Sydney has jumped 22 places in the highly regarded 2024 QS World University Rankings, now placed equal 19th globally, among the top 20 universities in the world.
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         Study with us
     


                


                
                
                    

                    
                        Study science in its historical, philosophical and social contexts and examine how science differs from other forms of knowledge
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         Our research
     


                


                
                
                    

                    
                        Our research is broad reaching and encourages students to pursue research in areas that may include medicine and society, early modern science or history and technology to name a few. 
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         Annie Handmer
     


                


                
                
                    

                    
                        Annie is researching how science is carried out in extreme environments under international law. She is currently investigating the interface between science, society, and military activities in space.  
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         Researcher honoured for outstanding achievement in History and Philosophy of Science
     



                
                Professor Evelleen Richards has won the Royal Society of NSW History and Philosophy of Science Medal for significant contributions to answering key questions in the history and historiography of evolutionary theory, as well as to the study of contemporary research policy in science and medicine. 
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         Seven researchers elected to prestigious academies 
     



                
                The new fellows are elected in recognition of their distinguished achievement in humanities, computer science, and biomedical and materials engineering.
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         Professor Peter Godfrey-Smith awarded medal from the Royal Society of NSW
     



                
                At the Annual dinner of the Royal Society of New South Wales, Professor Peter Godfrey-Smith was presented with the History and Philosophy of Science Medal for 2017 for his contributions to the philosophy of biology.
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