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The University of Sydney Welcome 
Orientation and Transition (SWOT) 
Program, at the Camperdown and 
Darlington campuses, provides a free, 
integrated program of lectures and 
activities to assist students with the 
transition to university. SWOT helps 
students develop the academic skills 
required at university and introduces 
them to the University Library, Computer 
Access Centres and student support 
services.

Faculty and departmental welcomes 
and first-year support activities are an 
important part of the support provided 
for new students. 

SWOT is held in parallel with the 
University of Sydney Union O-Week, 
which provides tours, games and 
entertainment and the opportunity to 
join student clubs and societies. For more 
information, visit  
www.swot.usyd.edu.au.

Ongoing first-year support is provided 
within faculties and central student 
support services. Orientation and first-
year support programs also take place on 
other campuses.

Postgraduate

A term used to describe a course leading 
to an award such as graduate diploma, 
master’s degree or PhD, which usually 
requires prior completion of a relevant 
undergraduate degree (or diploma) 
course. A ‘postgraduate’ is a student 
enrolled in such a course. 

Prerequisite

A prerequisite is a unit of study that is 
required to be completed before another 
unit can be attempted.

Scholarships

Scholarships are financial or other 
forms of support made available to 
assist Australian and international 
students to pursue their studies at the 
University. When a student’s means are 
a criterion, scholarships are sometimes 
called bursaries.

Semester

A semester is the academic teaching 
period of about 14 weeks in duration.

Senate

The Senate is the governing body 
of the University.

Student ID card

All students who enrol are issued with 
an identification card. The card includes 
the student’s name, their ID number, 
photograph, the course code, and a 
barcode for borrowing from the library.

UAC (Universities Admissions Centre)

The UAC receives and processes 
applications for admission to 
undergraduate courses at recognised 
universities in NSW and the ACT. 
International students applying on the 
basis of a current Australian Year 12 high 
school examination (whether studying 
inside or outside Australia), or studying 
either an International Baccalaureate in 
Australia or a New Zealand Certificate of 
Educational Achievement (NCEA) Level 
3, should apply through the Universities 
Admission Centre (UAC).

UAI (Universities Admission Index)

The UAI is a number between 0.00 and 
100. It provides a measure of your overall 
academic achievement in relation to that 
of other students, and it helps universities 
rank applicants for selection. The UAI is a 
rank, not a mark.

Undergraduate

A term used to describe a course leading 
to a diploma or bachelor’s degree. An 
‘undergraduate’ is a student enrolled in 
such a course.

Unit of study

A unit of study is the smallest stand-alone 
component of a student’s course that is 
recordable on a student’s transcript.

Unit of study level

Units of study are divided into Junior, 
Intermediate, Senior, Honours, Year 5 and 
Year 6. Junior units of study usually act as 
prerequisites for intermediate and senior 
units of study. Most majors consist of 32 
senior credit points in a subject area.

Vice-Chancellor

The chief executive officer of the 
whole University, responsible for its 
leadership and management. The Vice-
Chancellor is head of the academic and 
professional divisions.




