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What does it cost 
to study at Sydney Uni?
Tuition fees

As a guide, tuition fees vary between 
approximately $21,500 per annum 
for an undergraduate arts degree, to 
approximately $51,360 per annum for a 
medical degree.

Full details of the University’s international 
tuition fees can be found on our website: 
www.usyd.edu.au/fstudent/international/
undergrad/costs

Textbooks and equipment

Textbook costs typically vary from $220 to 
$600 per year depending on your course. 
The University’s Students’ Representative 
Council runs a second-hand bookshop on 
the central campus.

There may be additional costs depending on 
your course of study. Some courses require 
special equipment. If you study health 
sciences or nursing, for instance, you may 
need to purchase clinical uniforms, and in 
dentistry and veterinary science instruments 
are an additional cost.

Cost of living

For an international student on a budget, 
Sydney need be no more expensive to live in 
than any other state capital city. 

A recent independent survey* shows that 
living costs in New South Wales compare 
favourably with costs in other Australian 
states. The increased competition found 
in Australia’s largest city means that prices 
for many goods and services such as food, 
clothing, child care and medical costs are 
actually lower than in smaller cities.

The mild climate Sydney enjoys throughout 
the year also means that students spend 
very little on heating or air-conditioning 
compared to students living in cooler or 
hotter cities. Housing can be surprisingly 
affordable since Sydney provides such 
a broad range of accommodation. The 
University is located close to a number of 
inexpensive suburbs and students will find 
that there are many economical housing 
options available. These include the 
following:

Shared houses or apartments. Living •	
with other students or friends; 
generally involves sharing bills. 
Rent: A$110 to A$250 or more per 
week for each person. 

Full board. Your own bedroom, •	
usually in a family home, with meals 
included. 
Rent: A$180 to A$300 per week.

Studio apartment. Single bed-living •	
room with basic kitchen and often a 
shared bathroom. 
Rent: A$200 to A$300 per week.

Private apartment. Single-person •	
private one-bedroom apartment. 
�Rent: A$200 to A$350 per week 
and higher.

It is also possible to live on a smaller budget 
than this. Costs can be substantially reduced 
by sharing accommodation and meals, 
living further away from the campus, and 
shopping carefully at the wide range of 
markets and discount shops that Sydney has 
to offer. 

Health insurance

Medical insurance (Overseas Student 
Health Cover or OSHC) is compulsory for 
all international students. The International 
Office will, on receipt of your first payment 
of tuition fees and the OSHC premium, pay 
the compulsory OSHC to OSHC Worldcare 
on your behalf. After this initial payment, 
you are responsible for annual renewals.

OSHC provides free access to the 
University’s health service and covers 
hospital costs in public hospitals. Higher-
level coverage, for example access to private 
hospitals, or coverage for spouse and family, 
is your responsibility. Waiting periods apply 
for some health treatments.

Current costs of OSHC:

6 months:	 Single AU$175
	 Family AU$349

12 months:	 Single AU$349
	 Family AU$698

Note: These costs are subject to change. 
Students holding Australian government 
scholarships have their health insurance 
cover paid directly to OSHC Worldcare.

*The University of Queensland Social Research 
Centre (UQSRC). July 2005. Research prepared for 
Australian Education International (AEI)

EXPENSE WEEKLY COST - AUD$

Rent $110 to $350+

Food $70 to $90

Utilities (electricity, gas, water) $10 to $20

Internet access and usage $5 to $15

Travel $15 to $55

Textbooks $6 to $18 depending on your course ($220 to $660 a year)

Photocopying 11c per page

A glass of beer at Manning $3.80

A cappuccino $2.80

Salad sandwich $4.50

Hot chips $2.70

Sushi roll $2.55

Total cost (Approx) $250 to $550




