
 

Nicholson Museum Invitation 

Thursday 17 September 2009 
6 for 6.30 pm
In the Nicholson Museum 
Main Quadrangle, University of Sydney

$30 ($20 Friends of the Nicholson Museum) 
price includes champagne & canapés
booking essential 9351 2812 or m.turner@usyd.edu.au

MENANDER

In the 4th century BC, Me-
nander created the very first 
comedy of manners and of 
domestic intrigue. His plays 
are sharply etched stories 
drawn from life, tenderly ob-
serving human emotion and 
character, and hilariously writ-
ten. The tradition at whose 
head he stands exerted a 
huge influence on European 
theatre, from Terence and 
Plautus in Rome, on to Ra-
cine and Giraudoux. 

Menander is one of antiq-
uity’s great culture-heroes. 
For nearly a millennium his 
comedies were staples of the 
stage, the schoolroom, and 
the dinner parties of cultured 
elites. 

After 600 AD his works van-
ished, leaving little more than 
a handful of one-line quota-
tions. That was until copies 
of his comedies began to 
emerge, in pieces, from the 
sands of Egypt little more 
than a century ago.  The best 
preserved of these is the Dys-
kolus, or Grumpy Old Man. 

 

a great opportunity to hear Menander’s elegant Greek 
brought to life once again (with sur-titles) under the 
direction of Dr Alastair Blanshard and Anthony Alex-
ander of the Department of Classics & Ancient History.

The performance will be introduced by a leading expert 
in ancient theatre, Professor Eric Csapo, and followed 
by reminiscences of the 1959 performance by members 
of the cast.

The University of Sydney holds a very special place in 
the history of the comedy of menander. 

On July 4, 1959 students of the University performed 
this comedy in its original Greek for the very first time 
since antiquity.

Now, 50 years later, a combination of students, staff 
and members of that original 1959 cast will re-per-
form scenes from the play in celebration of that im-
portant event in theatre history.

Menander’s Grumpy Old Man

A VERY SPECIAL EVENING OF ENTERTAINMENT 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS & ANCIENT HISTORY 

AND THE NICHOLSON MUSEUM


